BELISARIUS                                                      ACT i

SOLOMON.                                                  Besides,

It is the wealthy who will come in first,
Having the most to lose.

JUSTINIAN.                                 True, Solomon;

Right-reasoned, Solomon ; right named, he! he!

MARCELLUS (aside to SERGIUS). God and the angels! here's a
ready wit.

SERGIUS (aside to MARCELLUS). Things look more dangerous
even than I feared.

JUSTINIAN. Did someone go with orders to the gates ?

Let him be stopped 1    Go, you, and countermand;
The gates shall, not be closed.

COBBLER (haranguing his circle). Why should we starve,

Who sweat from spring to winter earning bread------

(His voice is drowned.)

JUSTINIAN. We must Impose a gate-tax on all those
Entering the city; that may help relieve
Our burdened treasury, hard put to it
To fortify the city*

DEMETRIUS.                      Fortify!

Where is the time, my lord ?   You'll need the tax
To lubricate their manners, in some sort,
When you do treat with them.
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